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5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

C/a/m Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, rf the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent Pub. 2004/0223440 A1 to Park ("Park") in view of US Patent No. 4,953,122 to 
Williams ("Williams"). 

As to claim 1, Park discloses a drive apparatus for performing a pseudo- 
overwrite recording for a write-once recording medium (Fig. 2), wherein 

the write-once recording medium includes a spare area (OSA, ISA) and a 
user data area (User Area) (col. 5, lines 29-42), 

at least one track are allocated in the user data area (Fig. 3; H 0057), 

the drive apparatus (Fig. 1 1) comprising: 

a recording/reproduction section (pickup) for performing a recording 
operation or a reproduction operation for the write-once recording medium (H 
0081); and 

a drive control section (Servo) for controlling the recording/reproduction 
section (H 0081), wherein the drive control section performs a process 
including: 
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receiving a recording instruction including a location at which data is to be 
recorded (H 0081); 

determining a track (cluster) among at least one tracks corresponding to 
the location included in the recording instruction (H 0013); 

controlling the recording/reproduction section to record data at a 
replacement location in the spare data area instead of the location Included in the 
recording instruction (H 0043); 

determining whether or not the recording of the data at the replacement 
location in the user data area has succeeded; and 

when the recording of the data at the replacement location in the user data 
area has failed, controlling the recording/reproduction section to record the data 
at a location in the spare area. 

It would be obvious that it would determined that a defective area of a user 
data area would result in a failure of recording data wherein a replacement 
location in the spare area would be used to record the user data (H 0043). If an 
area were successfully recorded, a replacement location would not need to be 
allocated. 

Park fails to disclose a drive apparatus wherein controlling the 
recording/reproduction section to record data at a replacement location in the 
user data area instead of the location included in the recording instruction. 
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Williams discloses a method of pseudo-overwriting on a write-once optical 
disk wherein data is recorded at a replacement location in the user data area 
instead of the location included in the recording instruction (abstract). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to have modified Park with the teachings of Williams to record data 
in a spare area if a pseudo-overwrite were to fail within a user data area record. 
This would result in an improved optical disk storage system for a write-once 
optical disk. The two arts are directed towards optical discs and the 
management of information recorded therein. 

As to claim 2, Park further discloses that if a defective area is found in the 
data area or a spare area, a process is carried out for transferring the data from 
the defective area to a spare area (H 0043). 



3. Claims 3-4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent Pub. 2004/0223440 A1 to Park ("Park") in view of US Patent No. 4,953,122 to 
Williams ("Williams"), and further in view of US Patent No. 5,825,726 to Hwang et al 
("Hwang"). 

See the discussion of Park and Williams above.. 

As to claim 3, the same rejection or discussion is used as in the rejection 
of claim 1 . Park fails to disclose a drive apparatus wherein a determined track is 
an open track. 
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Hwang discloses a nriethod of recording data on a write-once information 
medium (abstract, CD) wlierein it is determined whether or not the last recorded 
session is a finalized session prior to performing a recording operation. If a 
session is not finalized the corresponding sessions is regarded as being open, 
and the track to be recorded next is recorded after the current track (col. 8, lines 
18-38). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to have modified Park as modified with the teachings of Hwang 
such that the two arts are directed towards methods of recording data in 
allocated data areas on a write-once information medium. 

As to claim 4, the same rejections or discussions are used as in the 
rejections of claims 1 and 3. It would be obvious that if a section determined to 
not be an open track it would other wise be closed wherein the track has either 
been recorded in previously and closed or an unrecorded track. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments, see pages 5-8, filed 8/12/2009, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-4 under 35 USC § 102 and 35 USC § 103 have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of US 
Patent No. 4,953,122 to Williams ("Williams"). See the rejections above. 
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Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tine 
examiner should be directed to NICHOLAS LEE whose telephone number is (571)270- 
7354. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Feild can be reached on 571-272-4090. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/NICHOLAS LEE/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2627 



/Joseph H. Feild/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2627 



